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an exclusive claim to superiority. A spirit of tolerance
pervaded the social atmosphere. The culture was not of
a very high order but evenly distributed. The absence of
a large class of orthodox Brahmanas with traditions of
learning, as in Bengal or Maharashtra, retarded the
progress of learning in Gujarata. On the other hand the
bitterness born of caste inequality rarely found a home
here.
Among the principal races which occupied Gujarata, the
Abhiras deserve some attention. Their dialect, Apabhrafisa,
had been recognised as one of the literary languages of
Gujarata before the rise of the Valabhis (A. C. 509).
Were the Abhiras foreigners ? Was their language alien ?
Patafijali (B. C. 150) regards Apabhransa as the corruption
of the normal Samskrta; Bharata (A. C. 200) refers to
'desabhasha' and to Abhirokti, the idiom of the Abhiras, the
herdsmen; but there is no evidence of foreign origin in
these early references.
There is no doubt that the Abhiras, a hated people,
believed to have once lived on the Indus, were called
Mlecchas. They fought in the battle of Kurukshetra.
Manu Smrti treats them as descended from Brahmanas
by Ambashtha women. Whatever might have been their
early status, prior to A. C. 100 the Abhiras lived in Gujarata
without any brand of social inferiority, Periplus (a A.C. 100)
found them already settled in Western India (Abiria),
Abhira Rudrabhuti (A^ C. 181) was a general of the
Western Kshatrapas. Isvarasena, son of Sivadatta, ruled
a principality near Nasika (A. C. 300). Abhiras lived in
Rajasthana and Malva on the western frontier of the Gupta
empire in Samudragupta's time (A. C. 360). An Abhira
dynasty succeeded the Andhrabhrtyas, according to the
Vishnu Purftna. All these facts indicate that the Abhiras
occupied an important position in society in Rajputana,
Gujarata, and even further, south, before A. C. 509. Neither
their names nor their language appears to be foreign; and
even if they were originally foreigners, they were for all
purposes children of the soil before the Christian era
began. Many scholars believe that the Abhiras entered
India about B. C. 150 and migrated to Gujarata a couple
a

